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WANNA DANCE?  CHECK OUT THIS KEIZER ROCK BAND!

The lead guitarist rarely wears shoes on stage. The drummer loves Gatorade. The guy on vocals and rhythm guitar isn't much of a dancer. The saxophonist is kinda grumpy. And the guy on vocals and bass guitar is a karaoke king.

These are the things you know about Liquid Assets only if you're one of the band's groupies, and there are five, as in each of their wives (24 if you count all their children.)

This isn't your typical rock 'n' roll band.

Members include a lawyer, an engineer and a health inspector. They all live in Keizer and belong to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and their average age is 48.

They've never played in a bar, where most bands get their start. Rocking into the wee hours on weekends just doesn't fit their lifestyles. They are husbands and fathers first - all but one has four children - musicians second.

"Our priorities are different," says Tom Larimer, the lawyer who handles many of the band's managerial duties. "It's a hobby that fits in with our family and professional lives."

Larimer also is the guy whose only rhythm, apparently, is on the guitar. His 12-year-old daughter, Bean, said this when asked to tell all about her dad and the band: "He cannot dance."

All that matters is that he and the rest of the guys are pretty darned good at encouraging others to get up and dance at banquets, fundraisers, corporate events, festivals and weddings. Among their staples are classics such as "Sweet Home Alabama," "Old Time Rock and Roll," and "Mustang Sally."

"People want to dance, and they are paying us to dance," says Steve Davison, who plays tenor sax, keyboard and cowbell. "They want to have a good time, forget about the world and just dance."

On a side note, don't underestimate the cowbell's place in classic rock 'n' roll. Davison says he plays it "as much as I want to."

"We have $35,000 in equipment," Larimer says, "and people scream, 'We want more cowbell.' "

Davison, who has worked in accounting, computers and trucking, is the one who tends to get a bit grumpy, according to his band mates. But there's a perfectly logical explanation - he has the largest vehicle, so he gets stuck with all the equipment, which "gets heavier all the time."

With that responsibility, however, comes added job security.

"We're all expendable except Steve," Larimer says. "He's got the gear."

The band formed about six years ago, when lead guitarist Max Breedlove and drummer Tim Curry were asked to perform at their church for a 1950s-themed event, or was it country western? There's a debate about which came first.

"I don't let them play country music anymore," Larimer says. "I've cured them of that."

Breedlove and Curry discovered that fellow church members Larimer and Davison played different instruments and were interested in joining a band.

"It was a complete accident," Larimer says.

Mike Kelly, the chief financial officer for a construction company and the owner of a small property management company, joined the group about a year later.

Kelly sings and plays bass guitar, and is the exalted karaoke king. He was crowned the best male country singer in 2003 and 2007 at Talent Quest, a national karaoke contest in Nevada.

"He brought us to a whole different level," Davison says.

All the guys grew up around music, but shelved their instruments when they got married and started families.

Curry's grandfather and uncle were both drummers. Larimer's mother was a choir director and his father played sax in a swing band in Portland. Davison played in the Oregon State University symphony and the Army band.

In some cases, their wives didn't even know about their musical backgrounds, until Liquid Assets was formed. Now they're the band's biggest fans.

"Each one of our wives is allowing us to do this, and it's good for us to have a release and be creative," says Breedlove, the lead guitarist who works for the Marion County Health Department and doesn't like to wear shoes on stage.

Some husbands play golf. These guys play in a band.

"My wife lets me do both," says Curry, the engineer who works for Boeing.

Steve's wife, Yani, is more involved with the workings of the band than the others, partly because she's the only one who doesn't have children at home.

Her primary job in the early days was to count how many people danced to each song. If not enough people were on the floor, the song was eliminated from future shows. Now she spends most gigs passing out business cards and collecting feedback.

The guys have two criteria for their play list: The song has to be danceable, and it has to be singable. If the audience isn't likely to know at least some of the words, it doesn't make the cut.

Some of the most recognizable songs in their repertoire include "Knockin' On Heaven's Door", "Pink Cadillac," "Take it Easy," "Your Mama Don't Dance," "Play That Funky Music" and "Wonderful Tonight."

Liquid Assets will venture off their play list from time to time. At a recent wedding, for example, it played a specific song requested by the bride. The song was "Sweet Caroline" by Neil Diamond.

"When a rock and roll band complies with that request, it is proof positive that we consider the customer to be No. 1," Larimer says.

The band also has an extensive library of original music. Its CD, "State of Mind," was released in 2004, and the band plans to record another.

"We have enough material," Breedlove says. "It's just a matter of time."

The guys usually play no more than twice a month, preserving time for their families. Their 2008 schedule has 13 dates, and a few more likely will be added during the holiday season.

Most of their bookings result from word of mouth, and some organizations hire them annually.

Liquid Assets played recently during the YWCA Discover Pink walk for breast cancer awareness at Willson Park. Next on the schedule is the Fifth Annual Salem Troop Support Party on Saturday night at the Red Lion Hotel.

"They're asked to do a lot of fundraisers," Yani Davison said, "because they draw a big crowd."

Supporting the troops is close to their hearts. The Davisons and the Currys each have sons in the military, and Larimer's nephew did a tour in Afghanistan.

All proceeds from Saturday's event will benefit the Coalition of Troop Support, a nonprofit organization that sends holiday care packages to Northwest soldiers serving overseas.

"One of the factors when we choose a gig if is we feel like it's a worthy cause," Breedlove says.

They can afford to be picky and choosy about where they play and who they play for. Larimer says they turn down as many requests as they book.

Liquid Assets charges $800 to $1,200, depending on the event and distance travel, and clients can count on getting their money's worth.

"We will play until they turn out the lights or the cops show up," Breedlove says, "and we've had both."

So maybe this band isn't that different, after all.
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If you go

The Fifth Annual Salem Troop Support Party, featuring a buffet dinner, live music by Liquid Assets and a silent auction, is set for Saturday. All proceeds benefit the Coalition of Troop Support, a nonprofit organization that sends holiday care packages to Northwest soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.

When: 7 p.m. Saturday

Where: Red Lion Hotel, 3301 Market St. NE, Salem

Tickets: $10 per person, available at the door

Contact: For more information, contact the band's Tom Larimer at (503) 569-6327 or tlarimer@koholaw.com

